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With one stroke, Saab turned the rather unoriginal and boring 99 into
the cult car of the early 1980s. All it took was the addition of a Garrett

Produced by
Saab Automobile AB,
turbocharger and an extra 30 bhp and the 99 became a 120-mph rocket. Trollhattan, Sweden
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VITAL STATISTICS

120 mph

“..the handling is a surprise.”

“You might expect the 99 Turbo to be heavy and clumsy, but it isn’t.
It’s heavy all right, but that helps give an excellent ride while the
in-line four handling is a real surprise. The Turbo turns sharply and,

9.1 sec.

although the unassisted steering really
requires effort at parking speeds,

145 bhp " L

at 5,000 rpm once you are on the move itis a

1,985 cc

174 Ib-ft delight. This is matched by impressive
at 3,000 rpm  acceleration, especially once the
turbo spools up. The 99 remains

a solid, comfortable car.”

2,715 Ibs.
22 mpg

$16,850 Leather seats were a factory option

in Europe’s trend-setting turbo.




Although the 99 first appeared in 1968, Saab managed
to make the 99 Turbo look impressive by adding special
wheels and making the cars exclusively red or black.

Four-cylinder engine

Saab worked wonders on the British-designed slant-four engine and
made it tough and reliable. These models have different pistons and a
lower compression ratio because of the use of the turbocharger.

Front spoiler

The ordinary 99 had
excellent ground
clearance—useful

in Swedish winters.
Although the Turbo
wasn’t lowered for its
performance role, it
was given a deep front
spoiler to prevent
excess air from getting
under the car at speed.

No rocker panels ’

Part of the strength of a conventional modern monocoque
design is in the door sills. The Saab did without and still
proved to be extremely strong. The doors come right down
to the bottom of the car and there are no sills to step

over as you get in.

Special wheels

One way the Turbo was made to stand
out from the lesser 99s was by fitting

special ‘Inca’ alloy wheels. Rally versions
used eight-spoke Minilite alloy wheels.




Rack-and-pinion steering

All the 99s use rack-and-pinion
steering. Surprisingly for such

a heavy front-wheel drive car there
is no power assistance. The steering
wheel is therefore unusually large
to give enough leverage.

Front-hinging hood

Extending all the way to the cowl, the hood
can be slid forwards and then hinged forward
at the front for access to the engine.
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SPECIAL FEATURES
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ORIGINAL PRICE

UNDER THE SKIN

Four-speed transmission

Four-wheel
disc brakes

Unusual

The Saab 99 is unusual
in having the
engine mounted
longitudinally and
turned 180
degrees, with the
timing cover facing
the rear. The four-

_ speed transmission
harnesses the engine’s
power through a tough
three-row Triplex chain. Wishbone
front suspension is complemented by
a well-located beam axle at the rear

in-line four with trailing arms, a Panhard rod

Chain-driven and coil springs.

THE POWER PACK overhead

camshaft

Bettering Leyland

Saab’s four-cylinder engine is an improved
version of the British Triumph Dolomite
unit. The slant-four has an iron block,
topped by an alloy cylinder head and two
valves per cylinder operated by a chain-
driven overhead camshaft. For turbo-
charging, Saab dropped the compression
ratio down to a low 7.2:1 and fitted a
Garrett T3 turbocharger as well as Bosch
fuel injection. Sodium-filled exhaust valves
are used to handle the extra heat and the
cam timing is softened as usual.

Bosch fuel

Sg

Sodium-filled

Five main- exhaust valves

bearing crankshaft - ).

Two doors

Although the three-door
hatchback version is the
most common, the two-
door sedan models are
more desirable because
of their rarity (only 1,000
were made) and because
they are lighter and
therefore faster. All were

1978 $16,850

CURRENT VALUE

$2,000-54,000

Saab Turbos cost more than the
opposition but are now classics.

130 mph

108 mph

120 mph

either red or black.

RIVAL CARS






